
The Jessie Podolak  

Extraordinary Person for Justice Award 
 
When Jessie Podolak was awakened to the reality of 
modern day slavery- that 27 million people across the 
globe are being bought, sold, abused, and exploited as 
slaves- her heart was broken. From that broken place, 
her faith moved her to action. Jessie educated and mo-
bilized the people in her sphere of influence- her fami-
ly, friends, colleagues, and neighbors- to do something. 
Her idea was that, despite the enormity of the prob-
lem, when each of us ordinary people “do the some-
thing we can do” to fight modern-day slavery, we can 
truly make a difference. Jessie began the JUST US Ordi-
nary People for Justice Run/Walk in 2008, mobilizing 
thousands of people and raising hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars to fight slavery globally and domesti-
cally over 12 years. 
 
The Jessie Podolak Extraordinary Person for Justice Award will be awarded annually to an individual who, by “doing the 
something they can do,” has affected their sphere of influence to make an extraordinary difference in the fight against 
modern day slavery, embodying Jessie’s spirit in the creation of the JUST US Ordinary People for Justice Run/Walk.  
 
Requirements for nomination: 
• Nominations are due by June 17, 2020.  
• The nominee must reside in the Chippewa Valley.  
• The award will recognize someone who has made a difference in the fight against modern day slavery. 
• Fierce Freedom staff and board members cannot be nominated, and cannot nominate others.   
 
Please submit to: Fierce Freedom, Attn: Carrie Swartz, 2519 N. Hillcrest Parkway Suite 200, Altoona WI 54720. Please 
direct questions to Carrie at 715-514-2890 or carrie@fiercefreedom.org 
 
Your name: _______________________________________________________  Date: _________________________ 
 
Your phone: _________________________________ Your email: __________________________________________ 
 
Your relationship to the nominee: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would like to nominate _________________________________________________________________ for the Jessie 
Podolak Extraordinary Person for Justice Award. 
 
City and State that the nominee resides in: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Nominee phone: ____________________________ Nominee email: ________________________________________ 
 
On separate paper, please explain why the nominee is deserving of this award. Please provide as much detail as possi-
ble. You may want to include: How and when did he/she learn about modern day slavery?  What actions has he/she 
taken to fight against modern day slavery (such as educating others, volunteering/ working, raising funds). How long 
has he/she been actively fighting modern day slavery? Has he/she influenced others to fight modern day slavery? If so, 
how? 

Jessie acting as emcee at the 2014 Just Us for Justice Run/Walk 


