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Many years ago, I learned via news and media that young 
women and men were being lured and trapped into human 
trafficking. The thought of this becoming their life horrified 
me. I simply can’t fathom exploiting another human be-
ing’s life – body, mind, soul - for one’s profit or personal 
gain! 
 
Before organizing the Just Us Run/Walk, my friend Jessie 
Podolak shared with me what she experienced as Interna-
tional Justice Mission’s director spoke at a conference she 
attended. What she learned about human trafficking and 
modern-day slavery broke her heart. This prompted her 
hunger and desire to DO SOMETHING to help. Jessie delib-
erated about how she could best help. She kept asking her-
self, “What can I do? I’m just an ordinary person.” Then the 
answer came– she could organize a run/walk. So, she did... 
and asked me to join the newly forming team as a creative 
thinker and graphic designer. This became the launching 
pad for Just Us... Ordinary People for Justice.  
 
We worked together on those ideas, moving them from 
inside our heads to something visual which we hoped 
would resonate with others. We wanted to encourage 
them to join us in helping to make things right, even if it 
was just a little at a time. Knowing that many people have 
no idea or concept regarding the existence of this problem, 
what these crimes are, or how people are trapped, it was 

clear that creating awareness was the first and most important mission. Only by hearing and learning will peo-
ple be able to respond and do something. 
 
At first, I thought that designing stuff was nice- perhaps somewhat helpful, but not vital. After a few years I be-
gan to realize that our local people were becoming more aware of this problem, due in part to the promotional 
materials and t-shirts I had designed! It mattered. To this day, I still see people out and about wearing a Just Us 
Run/Walk t-shirt and I feel good about that. I feel good not because of the design (although that’s cool), but 
because by wearing it people dare to expose the harsh realities of injustice and demonstrate their part in the 
fight as well. 
 
It was through IJM that I learned more about how people all over the world are still enslaved. I have committed 
to financially support their cause ever since. It’s easy to keep our world small- doing our jobs, taking care of our 
family and close friends, etc. While prioritizing our families and work is noble and good, we live in a world of 
people whose families benefit from our greater, peripheral concern. I’ve come to desire justice not merely for 
my family, but for all. As I figuratively stand in their captive shoes, I want freedom. So, I will help by doing what I 
can do... and encourage you to do whatever it is you can do, too. 
 

Geri served as a planning team member and Graphic 

Designer for the Just Us for Justice Run/Walk  for 12 

years- from its inception in 2008 through 2019. 



The Jessie Podolak  

Extraordinary Person for Justice Award 
 
When Jessie Podolak was awakened to the reality of 
modern day slavery- that 27 million people across the 
globe are being bought, sold, abused, and exploited as 
slaves- her heart was broken. From that broken place, 
her faith moved her to action. Jessie educated and mo-
bilized the people in her sphere of influence- her fami-
ly, friends, colleagues, and neighbors- to do something. 
Her idea was that, despite the enormity of the prob-
lem, when each of us ordinary people “do the some-
thing we can do” to fight modern-day slavery, we can 
truly make a difference. Jessie began the JUST US Ordi-
nary People for Justice Run/Walk in 2008, mobilizing 
thousands of people and raising hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars to fight slavery globally and domesti-
cally over the past 13 years. 
 
The Jessie Podolak Extraordinary Person for Justice Award will be awarded annually to an individual who, by “doing the 
something they can do,” has affected their sphere of influence to make an extraordinary difference in the fight against 
modern day slavery, embodying Jessie’s spirit in the creation of the JUST US Ordinary People for Justice Run/Walk.  
 
If you would like to nominate someone for the 2021 award, these are the requirements for nomination: 
• Nominations for the 2021 award will be due mid-June of 2021 (the exact due date will be posted at cvjusti-

cerun.org in the spring of 2021).  
• The nominee must reside in the Chippewa Valley.  
• The award will recognize someone who has made a difference in the fight against modern day slavery. 
• Fierce Freedom staff and board members cannot be nominated, and cannot nominate others.   
 
Please submit to: Fierce Freedom, Attn: Carrie Swartz, 2519 N. Hillcrest Parkway Suite 200, Altoona WI 54720. Please 
direct questions to Carrie at 715-514-2890 or carrie@fiercefreedom.org 
 
Your name: _______________________________________________________  Date: _________________________ 
 
Your phone: _________________________________ Your email: __________________________________________ 
 
Your relationship to the nominee: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would like to nominate _________________________________________________________________ for the Jessie 
Podolak Extraordinary Person for Justice Award. 
 
City and State that the nominee resides in: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Nominee phone: ____________________________ Nominee email: ________________________________________ 
 
On separate paper, please explain why the nominee is deserving of this award. Please provide as much detail as possi-
ble. You may want to include: How and when did he/she learn about modern day slavery?  What actions has he/she 
taken to fight against modern day slavery (such as educating others, volunteering/ working, raising funds). How long 
has he/she been actively fighting modern day slavery? Has he/she influenced others to fight modern day slavery? If so, 
how? 
 

Jessie acting as emcee at the 2014 Just Us for Justice Run/Walk 


